MACON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
SEPTEMBER 9, 2002

MINUTES

Chairman Corbin convened the meeting at 9 a.m. All Board Members, the County
Manager, County Attorney, Deputy Clerk, members of the news media and interested
citizens were present. Rev. Wayne Allen from First United Methodist Church gave the
invocation.

RESOLUTION COMMERMORATING SEPTEMBER 11, 2001: Upon a motion by

Commissioner Bryson and seconded by Commissioner Gr eene the Board unanimously
adopted a resolution per attachment #1 in commemora tion of and declaring September
11th as Patriot Day.

MINUTES: Upon a motion by Commissioner Greene and seconded by Commissioner
Leatherman the Board unanimously voted to approve t he minutes of the August 5th and
19th meetings and public hearings as submitted.

PUBLIC SESSION:

John Earnshaw expressed concern about domestic anim als that are allowed to roam
unrestricted, destroy other people’s property and c reate panic within the neighborhood.
Mr. Earnshaw stated he was not advocating enactment of a leash law but a domestic
animal containment law that would require containme nt and restriction to the owner’s
property.

Kathy Earnshaw stated they were residents of Belmon t Estates and reiterated Mr.
Earnshaw’s comments. She added she was “trapped” i n her yard by an unleashed dog

and that she considered dogs being allowed to run o ut of control was a form of animal
cruelty.

Geanette Lindquist stated she was also a resident o f Belmont Estates and she could not
even walk her dog on a leash because of the dogs ru nning loose, etc. She encouraged the

Board to enact some type of control.

Hans Tanzler Ill stated his family owns 1800 acres in Cowee and requested the Board

to consider postponing the vote on the Watershed Or dinance amendments for thirty days
due to confusion about the maps or to consider chan ging the restriction of tributary

buffers from 1000 feet to 500 feet. Mr. Tanzler ad ded that any greater distance does not

deal with water quality but development issues.

Larry Stenger spoke in favor of adoption of the Wat ershed Ordinance amendments

adding that the tributaries need to be looked at in addition to restrictions around the river.
Narelle Kirkland agreed, as a bicyclist, that some kind of animal control is needed. Ms.
Kirkland stated she lives one-half mile from the ai rport and expressed concerns about the
speed limit to and from the airport, sound proofing walls for noise control or a tax break
for property owners around the airport and stated i f the Board attempts to extend the
runway another six-hundred feet she will take an ac tive approach to stopping the
extension.

WATERSHED ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS: Chairman Corbin re quested the

County Attorney to read the proposed amendments to the Watershed Ordinance and then
opened the floor for comments and/or discussion by the board members. Commissioner
Leatherman stated he felt protection of the river i s an important issue but felt it is as
important that the entire river be protected starti ng in Rabun County. The Chairman
explained the amendments can be adopted as is or le ss restrictive without another public
hearing but if they become more restrictive another hearing would be necessary. After
further discussion Commissioner Greene made a motio n to adopt the watershed
amendments with a five-hundred foot impervious surf ace restriction on tributaries and
one thousand feet on the Tennessee River below Lake Emory. The motion was seconded
by Commissioner West and all favored. (See attachm ent #2.)

DIVISION OF COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS REPORT: Debra De Bruhl, 30th

Judicial District Manager with the North Carolina D epartment of Corrections/Division of
Community Corrections, presented an annual report f or the period June 1, 2001 through
May 31, 2002. No action was necessary and a copy 0 f the report is on file in the County



Manager's Office.
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Highlands Recreation Facilities Capital Project; re
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TRAFFIC SIGNALS AT LIBRARY/CHAMBER: County Manage
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